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Dr. Cathie Woteki is Under Secretary for USDA's Research, Education, and Economics (REE) 

mission area, and the Department's Chief Scientist.  

 

Before joining USDA, Dr. Woteki served as Global Director of Scientific Affairs for Mars, 

Incorporated, where she managed the company's scientific policy and research on matters of 

health, nutrition, and food safety. From 2002-2005, she was Dean of Agriculture and Professor 

of Human Nutrition at Iowa State University. Dr. Woteki served as the first Under Secretary for 

Food Safety at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) from 1997-2001, where she oversaw 

U.S. Government food safety policy development and USDA's continuity of operations planning. 

Dr. Woteki also served as the Deputy Under Secretary for REE at USDA in 1996.  

 

Prior to going to USDA, Dr. Woteki served in the White House Office of Science and 

Technology Policy as Deputy Associate Director for Science from 1994-1996. Dr. Woteki has 

also held positions in the National Center for Health Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services (1983-1990), the Human Nutrition Information Service at USDA (1981-

1983), and as Director of the Food and Nutrition Board of the Institute of Medicine at the 

National Academy of Sciences (1990-1993). In 1999, Dr. Woteki was elected to the Institute of 

Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences, where she has chaired the Food and Nutrition 

Board (2003-2005). She received her M.S. and Ph.D. in Human Nutrition from Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute and State University (1974). Dr. Woteki received her B.S. in Biology and 

Chemistry from Mary Washington College (1969). 

 


