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Dear Colleagues, 
  
I am saddened to announce that Dr. Marian Swendseid, a professor emerita at the UCLA Fielding School of 
Public Health and internationally renowned expert in the field of nutrition, passed away last week in Irvine, CA. 
Dr. Swendseid was a faculty member at UCLA for more than thirty years, making many contributions, 
including her role in establishing histidine as an essential amino acid for adults. As Dr. Joel Kopple, a frequent 
collaborator of Dr. Swendseid’s, shared with us, “Marian Swendseid was an internationally recognized 
authority in the field of mammalian amino acid, protein and vitamin metabolism.” Dr. Kopple is a leading 
nephrologist and professor in residence here at the Fielding School. 
  
Dr. Swendseid’s journey in science began at the University of North Dakota, where she earned a BS in 
chemistry and MS in organic chemistry. She went on to earn a PhD in biological chemistry at the University of 
Minnesota in 1941 and worked in the Midwest for more than a decade before coming to Los Angeles in 1952. 
Her first job in LA was Biochemist in Charge of Gastroenterology for the research laboratory at the Veterans 
Administration Center. The following year, Dr. Swendseid began her tenure at UCLA, first as a research 
chemist. In 1954, she joined the School of Public Health as Associate Professor of Nutrition. In 1961, Dr. 
Swendseid was promoted to Professor of Nutrition and Biological Chemistry. 
  
Dr. Swendseid’s expertise was widely sought. She was a consultant to the subcommittee on diet and cancer for 
the National Cancer Institute, Associate Editor for The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition and traveled 
internationally to give talks about her research. 
  
Back home at the School of Public Health, Dr. Swendseid’s service included being Division Head of Nutrition 
Sciences. Her work lives on through her many students, including CHS Professor Dr. Mike Prelip who shared, 
“Professor Swendseid challenged me from the first day of my graduate studies.  She expected us to work hard, 
be prepared, ask good questions, and do good work in the world.  To this day I am reminded of the great impact 
that she has had on my teaching, research, and service.” 
  
Dr. Swendseid was a recipient of the Borden Award for Fundamental Research in the Field of Nutrition and 
Experimental Foods, the Woman of Science Award of the UCLA Medical Center Auxiliary and a Distinguished 
Achievement Award of the Southern California Section of the Institute of Food Technologists. 
  
Notes of remembrance may be sent to Dr. Isabelle Hunt, 2 Faith, Irvine, CA 92612. A scholarship is in the 
process of being established in Dr. Swendseid’s honor with the American Society for Nutrition. Please contact 
Jan Fisler (jsfisler@gmail.com) for further details. 
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