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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR NUTRITION PARTNERS WITH AFRICAN NUTRITION 

GRADUATE STUDENTS NETWORK 

August 4, 2015—The American Society for Nutrition (ASN) has signed a strategic partnership agreement 

with African Nutrition Graduate Students Network (AGSNet) to work together to combat malnutrition on 

the African continent. “As a global leader, ASN is ideally positioned to help AGSNet in our joint vision 

of improved nutrition through education of aspiring health professionals,” said Executive Officer John 

Courtney, PhD. 

AGSNet is a network of more than 400 African graduate students and young professionals from more 

than 30 countries across four continents - Africa, Europe, North America and Asia. It was created by 

students of Cornell University in Ithaca, New York in 2002. AGSNet’s mission is to create a forum to 

promote relations and networks, build appropriate attitudes and values among its members, nurture 

leadership capacities, and present a unified front to improve nutrition on the African continent. ASN’s 

more than 5,000 members work in diverse areas of nutrition and are located in more than 65 countries. 

Through the highest-rated nutrition research and practice, ASN’s members enhance scientific knowledge, 

promote science-based messages, and ultimately seek to enhance quality of life. 

“AGSNet is undergoing a transformation to meet the network’s objectives within current global 

circumstances,” said Joseph Ashong, AGSNet Coordinator. At the core of the transformation is the 

opportunity to bring to the forefront the critical role of African graduate students and young professional 

in the ‘fight’ against malnutrition on the Africa continent. “The partnership between ASN and AGSNet is 

a key part of the transformation,” said Brenda Zarhari, AGSNet Steering Committee.  

Under this strategic partnership, ASN and AGSNet will collaborate in five focal areas: 

 Leadership and mentorship  

 Improved networking opportunities  

 Access to publications and journals  

 Website hosting 

 Financial management and fundraising  

“ASN enters this partnership with the goal of improving health and nutrition in Africa and beyond 

through the expertise and training of our members and leaders” said ASN President Patrick J. Stover, 

PhD. “As founding institutions, Cornell and Wageningen Universities will continue to have an important 

role in mentoring and guiding AGSNet leadership” said Fré Pepping, PhD of Wageningen University. 
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An AGSNet transformation and relaunch event in Africa is being planned for December 2015. For more 

information on the activities of AGSNet, contact Joseph Ashong (joashong@gmail.com) or Brenda 

Zarhari (abubrenda@yahoo.com). For more information on ASN, contact Mary Pat Cornett 

(mpcornett@nutrition.org). 

 
ASN is the authoritative voice on nutrition and publisher of The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, The 

Journal of Nutrition, and Advances in Nutrition. Established in 1928, ASN’s more than 5,000 members in more 

than 65 countries work in academia, practice, government and industry. ASN advances excellence in nutrition 

research and practice through its publications, education, public affairs and membership programs. Visit us at 

www.nutrition.org.  
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