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Call for Proposals for Scientific Symposia and

Education Track Sessions

ASN’s Scientific Sessions is comprised of symposia, workshops and other educational and professional development sessions, the majority of which are suggested and planned by ASN members.  Applications for sessions can be made by an ASN Council, Committee or Research Interest Section (RIS), a particular organization (e.g., the Food and Nutrition Board, the National Institutes of Health, or a specific Institute or Society), or individual members.  All applicants are encouraged to seek endorsement of their application from at least one ASN Council, Committee or RIS.

ASN’s Scientific Session Program Committee oversees program planning and a rigorous review process of all session applications.  ASN’s Symposia Advisory Committee, comprised of representation from each RIS, provides a preliminary review and scoring of each application prior to the review of the Scientific Sessions Program Committee.
Session formats include:

· Symposia:  These two hour sessions are focused on exciting, “hot” or emerging areas of nutrition research and/or practice. Symposia typically feature four speakers and include time for questions and answers at the end of each presentation or in a panel setting.

· Education Track Sessions: These smaller group programs (typically less than 200 attendees) include workshops and/or sessions that are focused on skills learning and/or furthering the career/professional development of meeting attendees.  They can incorporate an interactive format that includes 2 or more speakers with ample time for discussion.

Instructions:

1. Complete the Scientific Symposia and Education Track Sessions Application.  You will need to:

· Identify a Chair and Co-Chair 

· Summarize the overall theme, specific topics and new research to be discussed. 

· Explain why the topic would be of interest to ASN members? Does the topic represent a new direction of research or a novel interpretation of previous research? What impact do the findings have for future research directions or development of nutrition programs and policies? 

· Draft at least 3 learning objectives that describe what the attendees will learn during the symposium. 

· Provide a detailed schedule including the specific presentation times, titles and speakers. Indicate if speakers are confirmed. 

· Provide contact information for the chair, co-chair and all speakers. 
2. Develop a budget based on ASN’s Guidelines for Funding of Scientific Sessions Symposia and Speakers.
3. Develop a plan for funding the symposia.  Ideally, symposium organizers are asked to work with ASN staff members to raise a target of $7,500 - $10,000 to support all speaker and related presentation and meeting costs.  The Scientific Program Committee recognizes that some topics are easier to fund than others.  If you have a topic that you believe would be of great interest to meeting attendees though you are worried about securing sufficient funding, ASN can work with you to develop a funding plan.
4. Deadlines:

· March 15, 2013:  Deadline for submittal of Symposia and Education Track Session Applications.

Questions?  Please contact:

Gwen Twillman, ASN staff – gtwillman@nutrition.org
Moira Holt, ASN staff – mholt@nutrition.org
